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What are you doing to thrive today?  
 
Many of us know Psalm 118:24 because it is a popular 
worship chorus to sing. “This is the day which the LORD 
has made; Let us rejoice and be glad in it.”  
 
Even though the Psalm was written for a national day of 
rejoicing, it can apply to every day of our life. This day, 
the day we are living today, is a day which the LORD has 
made. What we do with this day is a choice that we can 
make. We can rejoice, be glad and see the opportunities 
to thrive today.  
 
A friend sent me an uplifting writing about how they are 
viewing their day. It reads: “Today, when I awoke, I 
suddenly realized that this is the best day of my life. Ever!  
 
There were times when I wondered if I would make it to 
today, but I did. And because I did I’m going to celebrate! 
Today, I’m going to celebrate what an unbelievable life I 
have had so far, the accomplishments, the many 
blessings, and, yes, even the hardships because they 
have served to make me stronger.  
 
Today, I will share my excitement for life with other 
people. I’ll make someone smile. I’ll go out of my way to 
perform an unexpected act of kindness for someone I 
don’t even know.  
 
Today, I will give a sincere compliment to someone who 
seems down.  
 
Today is the day I quit worrying about what I don’t have 
and start being grateful for all the wonderful things God 
has already given me.  
 
As the day ends, I will lay my head down on my pillow, I 
will thank God for the best day of my life. I will sleep the 
sleep of a contented child, excited with expectation 
because I know tomorrow is going to be the best day of 
my life, ever!”  
 
~ Chaplain Jeff 
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History in Bloom 
 

On March 27, 1912, Mayor Yukio 
Ozaki of Tokyo gifted 3,020 cherry 
trees to Washington, D.C., as a 
gesture of friendship and 
cooperation between Japan and 
the United States. Over 100 years 

later, Washington’s Cherry Blossom Festival 
remains one of the capital’s most beloved events, 
drawing over one million visitors each year. 
 
The story of the cherry trees began in 1885 with 
author, geographer, and photographer Eliza 
Ruhamah Scidmore. Scidmore often accompanied 
her brother, a diplomat, on assignments to the Far 
East, enjoying access to parts of countries that 
ordinary travelers could only dream of. It was 
Scidmore who, upon her return to Washington 
D.C. from Japan, first floated the idea of planting 
cherry trees along the Potomac River. Scidmore’s 
ideas were rebuffed, but she was persistent.  
 
In 1909, Scidmore wrote a letter to the new first 
lady, Helen Herron Taft, informing the president’s 
wife of her intention to raise money to purchase 
and donate cherry trees to the city. The first lady 
was more than receptive. As luck would have it, a 
Japanese delegation was present in Washington. 
Hearing of the plan, the delegates graciously 
offered 2,000 trees, which the first lady accepted. 
Unfortunately, these trees arrived in America 
infested with insects and parasites. All 2,000 had  
to be destroyed. The idea, however, did not  
die. Japanese officials announced that another 
3,020 trees would be shipped to Washington.  
 
It was on March 27 that First Lady Helen Taft  
and Viscountess Chinda, wife of the Japanese 
ambassador, planted the first two Yoshino  
cherry trees on the north bank of the Tidal Basin. 
Additional trees were planted around the Basin,  
in East Potomac Park, and at the White House. 
Many of the original trees, despite being over 150 
years old, still bloom each year in Washington to 
the surprise and delight of botanists. The cherry 
trees are the most pampered in Washington, 
getting expert care from National Park Service 
horticulturalists. The tree crews are tending not 
only to the trees but also to American history. 

 

Total Bummer 
 
Whether you call it by its original name, the “Bum 
Bag,” or its current name, the “Cross-Body Bag,” 
this fabulous (and some would say unflattering) 
fashion accessory will forever be known as the 
fanny pack. Try one on for size on March 12, 
International Fanny Pack Day. 
 
While some claim that Australian Melba Stone 
invented the first fanny pack in 1962, Ötzi the 
Iceman, the prehistoric human found packed in 
alpine ice, wore a belt pouch 5,000 years ago. 
Modern iterations of the leather fanny pack first 
emerged in the 1950s after World War II, when 
travelers wore them while skiing European 
peaks. But it wasn’t until the 1980s and ’90s 
that fanny packs, manufactured in outlandish 
neon synthetic fabric, hit peak popularity. Just 
as rapidly, though, they became the butt of 
jokes. To wear one was considered unspeakably 
nerdy. But all fashion is cyclical. As many  
’90s trends reemerge, so too does the fanny 
pack! Today, celebrities are spotted wearing 
versions manufactured by Louis Vuitton. 
Perhaps to avoid fashion faux pas of the past, 
these bags are not worn at the waist or fanny, 
but across the body. We are not fooled. They’ll 
always be fanny packs to us.  
 
Awe-Inspiring 
 

How does one even begin to 
celebrate International Day of 
Awesomeness on March 10?  
This holiday’s founders selected 
the date because it corresponds 
with the birthday of actor and 

martial artist Chuck Norris. Are we to believe 
that Mr. Norris embodies all the essential 
qualities of awesomeness? Norris has certainly 
achieved cult status amongst his fans thanks  
to his tough-guy persona. Perhaps Norris 
embodies the true meaning of awe, defined  
as a “feeling of reverential respect mixed with 
fear or wonder.” Psychologists believe that 
experiencing true awe is healthy. These 
experiences enhance well-being and make  
us more altruistic. 
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Puppetry for the People 
 
Since 2003, March 21 has been celebrated  
as World Puppetry Day. Puppetry is one of 
humanity’s most ancient art forms. As a form  
of theater, historians believe that puppets were 
used on stage even before human actors. 
Puppets have been discovered in the ancient 
civilizations of Egypt, India, China, and Greece, 
offering evidence that puppetry is a universal  
art form dear to all cultures. 
 

What is it about puppetry that 
makes it so special? As children,  
it is common to imbue our toys 
with life, emotion, and drama  
and play with them. Some could 
argue that every child who has 

ever played with a doll or teddy bear is an 
amateur puppeteer. Child psychologists and 
educators have taken notice of the power of 
puppetry. Puppets are often used as a form of  
art therapy to help children identify their feelings 
and communicate with others. This sort of  
play demonstrates the power of puppetry, our 
ability to transfer ourselves, our personality, our 
feelings, our thoughts, our voice, our movements, 
into the object of the puppet. It takes extraordinary 
empathy to bring a puppet to life, not to mention 
the skill it takes for a puppeteer to show how 
their puppet reacts to others. Yet, even if the 
puppet is acting out an uncomfortable or 
disarming emotion, puppets offer safety.  
The puppeteer, after all, is always in control.  
 
Puppets are inanimate vessels brought to life by 
puppeteers, but only the most skilled puppeteers 
can make an audience believe that the puppet is 
more than stuffing and fabric, that the puppet is 
truly capable of interacting with others. Some 
puppets have become celebrities in their own 
right, largely thanks to the expertise of their 
puppeteers. Howdy Doody was the star of a 
television series that ran for 13 years. The sock 
puppet Lamb Chop, played by Shari Lewis, won 
an Emmy in 1973. Jim Henson’s puppets are so 
popular that they are known by their own name, 
the Muppets. Henson’s perennial collaborator, 
Frank Oz, performed as the Jedi Master Yoda  
in George Lucas’ The Empire Strikes Back.  
 

 
Fabric of Society 
 
If you’re wondering what to wear this month, 
make it easy on yourself and wear plaid.  
March is Mad for Plaid Month. In order to 
understand the origin of plaid-patterned fabrics, 
one must first understand tartan. Tartan is a 
cloth originating in Scotland, characterized  
by intersecting stripes of various widths and 
colors. Certain tartan patterns and colors are 
associated with certain Scottish clans. Clans 
can be identified by the tartan kilts or clothing 
worn by its members. 
 
While plaid, like tartan, consists of intersecting 
horizontal and vertical lines of color, plaids are 
not related to clans. Plaids are often made of 
any color or intersecting patterns. Gingham, 
Houndstooth, Madras, and Tattersall are all 
types of plaid. However, to make matters more 
confusing, the word plaid does have a specific 
meaning for the Scottish. Plaid describes  
a rectangular piece of tartan worn over the  
left shoulder, fastened by a brooch, as an 
accessory to the Highland outfit. These plaids 
are known by names such as Fly Plaid, 
Drummer’s Plaid, or Shepherd’s Plaid. 
 
Radio Reassurances 
 

Eight days after taking office,  
on March 12, 1933, President 
Franklin D. Roosevelt delivered 
the first of his evening radio 
addresses, warmly known as 
fireside chats. At the time, 

nearly all of America’s banks had closed after  
a panicked public rushed to make mass 
withdrawals. It was the lowest point of the 
Great Depression, with 15 million Americans 
unemployed. Roosevelt’s first fireside chat was 
meant to calm the public by offering a plan to 
restore the banking system. Using radio as an 
effective form of mass media, Roosevelt made 
30 fireside chats. He was able to dispel rumors, 
counter political opposition, and explain his 
policy decisions. During a time of uncertainty, 
Roosevelt’s voice projected self-assurance  
and promised steady leadership.  
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The Longest Hour 
 

At 8:30 p.m. on March 26, millions 
of people in 185 countries and 
territories around the world will  
be encouraged to switch off their 
electric lights for an hour in 
support of nature and the health  

of the planet. This single hour, known as Earth 
Hour, has reduced energy consumption by 4% 
over six years. While that number seems small, 
even modest reductions in electricity consumption 
can reduce massive amounts of carbon dioxide 
emissions into the air. But Earth Hour does not 
claim massive reductions in energy consumption;  
it is instead a mass mobilized symbolic action, an 
hour-long commitment in support of planet Earth.  
 
Earth Hour began in Sydney, Australia in 2007. 
Over two million people and 2,000 businesses 
participated in the event. Inspired by Sydney,  
San Francisco ran its own Earth Hour later that 
October. In 2008, the event went global when 35 
countries and hundreds of cities pledged to join. 
Even Google’s homepage went dark. In America 
alone, 36 million people switched off the lights. 
While modest amounts of energy were saved, 
environmental awareness greatly increased. More 
people were suddenly caring about where their 
energy came from and how energy consumption 
affected the long-term health of planet Earth. 
 
The lion’s share of American electricity—60%— is  
produced by the burning of fossil fuels such as 
natural gas and coal. Nuclear energy accounts for 
20% of the nation’s electricity, while renewable 
sources such as wind, solar, and hydropower 
account for the other 20%. Luckily, within the 
United States, the availability and use of 
renewable energy sources are rapidly increasing.  
As the cost of the technology required to create 
renewable energy decreases, demand for the 
new technology has risen. Over $300 billion was 
invested in renewable power in 2020. Of course, 
old habits die hard. The ease with which we can 
flip a switch and enjoy light is a modern miracle. 
But wouldn’t it be an even bigger miracle to flip  
a switch and enjoy light that didn’t pollute the 
environment? That is the hope of Earth Hour. 
 
 
 

 

March Birthdays 
 

Residents: 
 

Marilyn – March 7th 
Norma – March 9th 
Alice – March 9th 

 
Staff: 

 

Jessica – March 5th 

Serena – March 22nd 
 

 
 
Night of the Witches 
 

Halloween might be long gone, 
but Mexico’s Night of the 
Witches is only arriving on  
the first Friday in March. For 
centuries, indigenous spiritual 
beliefs, medieval Spanish 

traditions of witchcraft, and West African voodoo 
practices have mingled and persisted in the 
town of Catemaco. In 1970, a local shaman 
proposed the idea of hosting a witchcraft 
convention known as the Noche de brujas, Night 
of the Witches. For the past 50 years, hundreds 
of witches, shamans, and healers from all over 
Mexico have converged on a hilltop known as 
Cerro Mono Blanco to participate in a mass 
cleansing ritual, ridding the town of negative 
energies and influences. Of course, 50 years  
is long enough for the spectacle of the event to 
become commercialized by the masses, and 
these days, tourists outnumber the witches.  
It is easy to buy a protective amulet, sit for  
a tarot reading, and witness an impressive 
variety of rituals and spells. 
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